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Message from the Editors
As we settle into the rhythm of another excit-
ing academic year, it’s a pleasure to look back
at theeventsandmilestones thathavealready
made this semester memorable — and to look
ahead to what’s still to come.

We began the fall with a wonderful Welcome
Event for the Class of 2029, marking the start
of their journey with us. The energy and cu-
riosity of our new students were truly inspir-
ing. Many shared their stories, their hopes
for the next four years, and their excitement
about joining a department that values both
academic excellence and community spirit.
The event also gave returning students, fac-
ulty, and staff a chance to reconnect after the
summer break— a reminder of how strong our
sense of belonging is.

This semester also marked a very special
milestone— theone-year anniversaryofBIBA!
The celebration was a tremendous success,
drawing a lively crowd from across the uni-
versity. It was wonderful to see so many fa-
miliar faces and to meet new members who
have joined the initiative in recent months.
The anniversary event reflected exactly what
BIBA stands for: collaboration, creativity, and
community. A heartfelt thank-you goes out to
everyone who helped plan, organize, and par-
ticipate in this memorable evening.

As we start into the colder months, we’re ex-
cited to announce our visit to the Christmas
Market, which will take place in December.
This has become one of ourmost beloved tra-
ditions — a chance to come together outside
the classroom, share good food, and join in
a local custom to celebrate the winter and
holiday season. Whether you’re new to the
department or a long-time member, we en-
courage you to join us and help close out the
semester on a festive note.

Finally, as the semester draws to a close and
theholidaybreakapproaches,wewant to take
a moment to thank everyone for their con-
tinued engagement, enthusiasm, and sup-
port. Our department thrives because of the
people who make it what it is — students
who bring passion and curiosity, faculty who
inspire through teaching and research, and
staff who keep everything running smoothly
behind the scenes.

Wishing you all a warm and joyful holiday sea-
son, filled with rest, reflection, and celebra-
tion. Here’s to an exciting year ahead — full of
new ideas, connections, and achievements!

With best wishes,

Claudia Krull, PD
BSc (UWSP), Dipl-Inf., Dr.-Ing.

Habil (OVGU)

Thea Stiehler, M.A.
Studiengangskoordinatorin
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Spotlight on Professors:
Dr.-Ing. habil. Christian
Krätzer

Picture
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Krätzer

In this issue’s
Spotlight, we’re
proud topresent
Dr. habil. Chris-
tian Krätzer, a
lecturer in the
Multimedia and
Security team
at the Otto-von-
Guericke Uni-
versity Magde-
burg. Hiswork sits at the crossroads ofmedia
forensics, trustworthy computing, and infor-
mation security — fields that grow ever more
vital in our age of digital media.

Dr. Krätzer’s academic trajectory reflects
both depth and vision. After earning his
Diploma degree in Computer Science in 2005,
he completed his PhD in Computer Science
(summa cum laude) in 2013 with the disser-
tation “Statistical Pattern Recognition for Au-
dio Forensics – Empirical Investigations on
the Application Scenarios Audio Steganalysis
and Microphone Forensics.” His habilitation
(2016–2024), titled “Domain-specific forensic
process models for media forensics”, devel-
ops a structured framework to tailor forensic
processes to specific media types — whether
images, video, or audio — taking into account
their unique characteristics and attack sur-
faces. Such domain-centric modelling makes
forensic workflows more robust and inter-
pretable in real-world applications.

Since 2007, Dr. Krätzer has been a researcher
and lecturer in the Multimedia and Security
group, contributing both to foundational and
applied research. He has (co-)supervised
around 100 bachelor’s, master’s, and diploma
theses, many embedded in interdisciplinary

projects that merge signal processing, ma-
chine learning, and cybersecurity. His sup-
port fosters a vibrant, connected commu-
nity committed to trustworthy media tech-
nologies. His teaching portfolio spans topics
such as multimedia security, forensics, and
AI-based media analysis, and his guest lec-
tures have reached audiences from the Uni-
versity of Buckingham (UK) to AutoUni Wolfs-
burg and the TH Brandenburg.

His research footprint includes participa-
tion in numerous national and international
projects. Most recently, he has contributed to
theCyberagentur’sATTRIBUTprogram (2023–
2027), which studies the attribution of covert
information channels in critical infrastruc-
tures. In thepast, heworked (amongothers) in
the BMBF-funded FAKE-ID project, research-
ingAI-basedvideoanalysis fordetecting falsi-
fied identities; and the EU H2020 project UN-
COVER,which focused on efficient steganaly-
sis frameworks for uncovering hidden data in
digitalmedia. He has also been involved in the
DFG-fundedGENSYNTHandBMBF-fundedFI-
NANTIA initiatives, both exploring synthetic
biometric data generation and forensic analy-
ses ofmodern payment systems and financial
crimes.

In total, Dr. Krätzer has authored or co-
authored more than 90 scientific publica-
tions, including journal papers, book chap-
ters, and international conference contribu-
tions. His ongoing research continues to
explore explainable AI, robustness against
adversarial manipulation, and benchmarking
frameworks for forensic evaluation—combin-
ing interpretability and security in AI-driven
analysis.

Beyond research, he actively shapes aca-
demic life as amember of the Faculty Council,
the examination board, and as alumni repre-
sentative of the Faculty of Computer Science
(FIN).
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In a world where digital content can be ma-
nipulated and falsified, Dr. Krätzer’s work in-
tends to answer a pressing question: How
can we restore trust in media? His focus
on domain-aware forensic modelling and ex-
plainable, fusion-based methods contributes
to forensic tools that are not only accurate,
but defensible and transparent, aiming at
contributing to trustworthy solutions.

Looking ahead, he continues to explore ex-
plainable AI, robustness against adversarial
manipulation, and the integration of forensic
benchmarking frameworks. His research in-
vites intersectional collaboration — bridging
signal processing,machine learning, security,
law, and ethics.

At the heart of it all is a guiding principle: to
help build a digital world in which authentic-
ity can be verified and trust can be restored —
one forensic model at a time.

You can find Dr. Christian Krätzer in the Mul-
timedia and Security research group led by
Prof. Dana Dittmann. His office is located in
G29 (Department of Computer Science) room
131 on the OVGUMagdeburg campus.

BiBa Entrance Survey
Highlights
As part of our ongoing effort to enhance the
BiBa experience, we conducted an entrance
survey to gauge our BiBas initial impressions
and the effectiveness of our communication
tools. Here are the key findings from the 27
students who took part. The findings high-
light not only their first impressions of life in
Germany, but also how our engagement tools
and housing resources have supported their
transition.

Getting to Know Our New Class

A majority of respondents (63 Prozent) are
over 20 years old, while 37 Prozent are 20

or younger. When it comes to German
language proficiency, most students rated
themselvesas intermediate (52Prozentorba-
sic (37 Prozent), showing that many are learn-
ing the language but not yet fluent — a chal-
lenge common among our international com-
munity.

Interestingly, nearly two-thirds (63 Prozent)
had never been to Germany before starting
their studies. This underscores how impor-
tant clear communication and support are in
helping students navigate their new environ-
ment.

Engagement Before Arrival

Our various outreach efforts proved effective,
especially our BiBa WhatsApp group, which
74 Prozent of respondents called important in
their decision to join BiBa. Online meetings
and Zoom consultations also played a signif-
icant role (33 Prozent important, 26 Prozent
somewhat important). In contrast, traditional
channels like the phone hotline or newsletter
were less influential — a useful insight for how
we can prioritize our communication efforts
going forward. Onestudentsummed itupper-
fectly: “TheWhatsApp group is a life saver.”

First Impressions of Arrival

The arrival experience was overwhelmingly
positive.

• At the university: 41 Prozent described it
as very positive and another 22 Prozent
as positive.

• In Magdeburg: 30 Prozent very positive
and 22 Prozent positive.

• In Germany overall: 44 Prozent rated it
positively or very positively, though a few
mentioned challenges related to visas or
paperwork.
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Prep Courses: A Strong Start

Students who participated in the prep
courses appreciated both the teachers (44
Prozent very positive or positive) and the con-
tent (40 Prozent very positive or positive).
Feedback suggests more hands-on time with
tools like IntelliJ development environment
would be helpful for Computer Science stu-
dents, but overall, the courses provided a
valuable foundation for academic life.

The Search for a Home

Finding accommodation remains one of the
most challenging parts of relocation. Stu-
dents most often found housing through on-
line platforms like WG-Gesucht, Immobilien-
scout24, and Ebay Kleinanzeigen (used by
nearly half of respondents), while others re-
lied on university resources or social media.

Securing a place took time:

• 7 students found housing within 3–4
weeks,

• 6 within 1–2 weeks,

• and 3 within 1–2 months.

Language barriers were an issue for some —
with several noting difficulties communicat-
ing with landlords. However, others found
locals patient and accommodating when
switching to English.

Themain difficulties reported included:

• High competition for rooms (37 Prozent)

• Understanding lease agreements and
providing required documents (both 19
Prozent)

• Scheduling viewings (15 Prozent)

Advice from the Class of 2029

If there’s one message that comes through
loud and clear, it’s this:

Start early! Students repeatedly stressed the
importance of beginning the housing search
at least one to three months before arrival.
Applying to dorms early, being patient, and
staying positive were common themes — as
one student encouraged: “Start early, stay
patient andpositive. Whatever youare facing,
others have faced it too — and got through it!”

Looking Ahead

Some students suggested prioritizing first-
semester internationals for dorms or expand-
ing support through local housing connec-
tions. One student even offered tomentor fu-
ture Turkish students struggling with accom-
modation — a great example of the BiBa spirit
in action!

In summary, the Class of 2029 has made a
strong start, balancing the challenges of set-
tling into a new country with optimism and
resilience. The insights from this survey will
guide BiBa’s continued efforts to make every
new student’s arrival smoother, warmer, and
better supported.

BiBa Welcomes the Class
of 2029
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On the first Wednesday of the semester, BiBa
kicked off the new academic year with a fun
and friendly Welcome Event to celebrate the
arrival of the Class of 2029. The gather-
ing brought together new first-semester stu-
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dents, their Buddys, current CPs, and return-
ing members of the BiBa community for an
evening filled with laughter, games, and great
conversation.

The event began with a small, relaxed round
where new studentsmet their Buddys and got
to know one another. A colorful introduction
game quickly broke the ice — each student
shared something about themselves and, as a
sweet reward, receivedapieceof candyat the
end.

Next came a lively quiz that tested everyone’s
knowledge on a mix of topics — from famous
scientific experiments that putMagdeburg on
the map to the local wildlife that calls the re-
gion home. The mix of fun facts and friendly
competition had everyone smiling and cheer-
ing each other on.

To wrap up the evening, a photo corner of-
fered the perfect chance to capture some
memories. Students could choose from a
range of playful accessories, with the crown
quickly becoming the crowd favorite.

As the night wound down, many stayed to
chat, exchange contacts, and make plans for
future meet-ups. The relaxed and welcoming
atmosphere helped everyone feel at home— a
true reflection of the BiBa spirit.

The Welcome Event was a wonderful start to
the semester, showing once again that BiBa
ismore than just a program— it’s a community
built on curiosity, connection, and shared fun.
With the Class of 2029 now part of that com-
munity, the year ahead already looks bright!

BiBa Celebrates Its
One-Year Anniversary
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On Wednesday afternoon, November 26, the
departmentmarked a special milestone— the
one-year anniversary of BiBa — with a fes-
tive and inspiring celebration that brought to-
gether students, faculty, and staff. What be-
gan as a small initiative has grown over the
past year into a vibrant community hub, fos-
tering creativity, dialogue, and collaboration
across the department.

The afternoon opened with welcoming re-
marks fromDr. ClaudiaKrull, who reflectedon
BiBa’s origins and the dedication that helped
transform an idea into a thriving space for
connection. Herwords highlighted the impor-
tance of student engagement and intercul-
tural exchange — both of which have become
central to BiBa’s identity.

One of the day’s highlights was a cultural per-
formance by students, featuring music and
short presentations that showcased the di-
verse talents andbackgrounds represented in
our community. The performances captured
the spirit of BiBa — creativity, openness, and
collaboration.

The musical portion of the program opened
with a warm and engaging performance by
Bruno Costa Ling, who played the guitar and
sangaselectionofPortuguesesongs. His rich
voice and expressive playing brought a touch
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of saudade to the afternoon and introduced
the audience to a different musical tradition.

This was followed by two original songs per-
formed by Temitope Ibidunni Akinloye and
Gabriel Joseph George, whose heartfelt com-
positions and powerful vocals added emo-
tional depth and left a strong impression on
everyone present. Their performance cre-
ated a reflective, intimate atmosphere that
showcased thediversity of artistic expression
within our community.

In a vibrant shift of mood, one of our new
students then surprised the audience with a
spontaneous beatbox improvisation. The en-
ergetic rhythm drew enthusiastic cheers and
introduced an element of playful spontaneity,
highlighting the openness and creativity that
BiBa continues to nurture.

The celebration concluded with speeches
from the current Class Representatives, Nour
andMatin, who reflected on their experiences
leading BiBa over the past year. They spoke
about the challenges and successes of build-
ing a student-driven platform, the friendships
formed along the way, and their hopes for
BiBa’s future. Their heartfelt words were
met with enthusiastic applause from the au-
dience.

The event was both a celebration of what has
been achieved and a look forward to what’s
still to come. As BiBa enters its second year,
it continues to grow as a place where ideas,
cultures, and people meet — a true reflection
of the spirit that defines our department.

BiBa Winter Events:
Stammtisch and
Christmas Market
Excursion
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As the semester
draws to a close,
BiBa iswrapping
up the year with
a festive blend
of community,
learning, and
playful compe-
tition. On De-
cember 11, stu-
dents gathered
for our Winter
Stammtisch —
and soon, we’ll
continue the
celebrations with a special excursion to the
Christmasmarket.

This time, the evening involved less tradi-
tional language practice, because the main
theme was Magdeburgs history — specifically
the most important developments from the
9th to the 20th century. The activity was de-
signedasa “journey through thecenturies” us-
ing an imaginary time machine: after each
round, groups had to collect enough points
to advance further through time. The format
sparked curiosity and teamwork, turning his-
torical facts into an interactive challenge.

As always, we kept our tradition of naming the
groups after food — and of course providing
some snacks along the way. This year fea-
turedTeamKekse (Cookies), TeamMandarins,
and, as a special exception inspired by com-
puter architecture, Team RISC-A. In the end,
the Mandarins took the victory — a result that
has happened before, so the name may very
well be lucky.
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Students could also earn bonus points by
playing Jenga, which quickly became a high-
light of the evening and generated a lot of
excitement. Another crowd favorite was the
Schrottwichteln gift exchange. There was
plenty of enthusiasm, even though a few of
the “mystery gifts” arrived unwrapped; a quick
bit of last-minute wrapping solved that prob-
lem and added to the fun.

We were especially happy to see a great mix
of both the new and the first cohort, creating
a lively and inclusive atmosphere throughout
the event. All in all, the Winter Stammtisch
offered a memorable combination of cultural
learning, laughter, and community spirit — a
fitting way to close out the year.

Upcoming Event: Join Us at the Christmas
Market!

Following the success of the Stammtisch,
BiBa invites all students to join our upcom-
ing excursion to the Weihnachtsmarkt! On
Thursday, December 18, we’ll head out to-
gether toexplore festive stalls, enjoy seasonal
treats, and soak up the holiday atmosphere.
From roasted almonds to steaming mugs of
hot chocolate, the market promises plenty of
winter delights — and we’d love for you to be
part of it. More details will be shared on our
usual channels. Bring your friends, your cu-
riosity, and your holiday spirit!

These gatherings capture what BiBa stands
for: bringing people together, building con-
nections, and celebrating the diversity of our
community. With the winter break ahead,
BiBa extends warm holiday wishes to all
and looks forward to many more memorable
events in the new year!

It’s Christmas time!
A Guide to Christmas markets and Christmas
events in and around Magdeburg

As the holiday season approaches, Magde-
burg transforms into a winter wonderland full
of festive experiences perfect for interna-
tional students discovering German Christ-
mas traditions. From the glowing Lichter-
welt displays that light up the city to unique
markets like the alternative Buckauer Weih-
nachtsspektakel, there’s something for every
taste. With atmospheric events such as Ad-
vent in den Gewölben and many more winter
highlights, December offers countless oppor-
tunities to immerse yourself in local culture
and holiday cheer. Below, you’ll find a selec-
tion of events you can still enjoy in and around
Magdeburg this month!

Magdeburg Christmas Market (Weihnachts-
markt)

The Magdeburg Weihnachtsmarkt runs un-
til December 29, 2025. It’s located around
the Old Market (Alter Markt) in the city cen-
ter. Opening hours: Sunday–Thursday, 11:00
– 21:00; Friday and Saturday, 11:00 – 23:00.

What to do there: Explore over 125 festive
stalls offering crafts, food, and gifts. Visit
theMärchengasse (fairy-tale alley) or the chil-
dren’s village, where youmight spot theWeih-
nachtsmann (Santa) in his little house. Try lo-
cal treats likeSchmalzkuchenor regional spe-
cialties, plus more than 50 glühwein (mulled
wine) varieties.

Tip for students: Go in the evening around
17–19 h when the lights are glowing and the
crowds are more relaxed.

Lichterwelt Magdeburg (World of Lights)

The Lichterwelt Magdeburg, Magdeburg’s
spectacular light installation, continues un-
til February 2, 2026. Over 1.2 million LED
lights illuminate thecity— including large light
sculptures, glowing frames for selfies, and lit-
up facades around the Domplatz (cathedral
square). There are free self-guided strolls to
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soak in the atmosphere. For a more guided
experience: there is a guided walking tour
through the Lichterwelt, which departs daily
at 17:00 from the “Reiter” landmark in front of
Galeria Karstadt (until at least early February).
There is also a heated red double-decker bus
tour (with commentary), which can be a fun
and warmway to see the lights.

Whyyoushouldgo: It’s free (noentry fee), very
Instagrammable, and a relaxing way to enjoy
winter magic without spendingmuch.

Eislaufbahn “Winterfreuden on Ice” (Ice
Rink)

The ice rinkatAllee-CenterMagdeburg, called
Winterfreuden on Ice, is open until January 11,
2026. Closing days: December 31, 2025 and
January 1, 2026, among others.

Hours:

Monday–Thursday: 12:00–21:00

Friday–Saturday: 11:00–22:00

Sunday: 11:00–20:00

Cost: 4 € per person for one hour skating

Skate rental: 4 € per hour

Pro tip: Invite friends for a relaxed night out
— skating + hot chocolate = a perfect winter
evening.

5 hidden-gem Christmas
spots in Magdeburg
Klosterbergegarten –Winter EveningWalks

Not an “event,” but a magical place in winter.
After dark, the Klosterbergegarten becomes
peaceful, with soft lighting along the paths
and beautiful views over the Elbe. Locals of-
ten take quiet evening strolls here after visit-
ing the Christmasmarket.

Why it’s a gem: Calm, atmospheric, and great

for reflective walks or winter photos.

Christmas Courtyard at the Lukasklause
(Otto-von-Guericke-Museum)

The Lukasklause occasionally hosts small
Advent weekends or open-house days with
crafts, storytelling, andmulledwine in itsme-
dieval courtyard. These events are not heavily
advertised but offer a very local feel.

Why it’s a gem: Intimate atmosphere and a
chance to see a historic building up close.

Winter Lights Along the Elbe Cycle Path (El-
beradweg)

Between the Hubbrücke (lift bridge) and the
Herrenkrug area, the riverside path becomes
quietly illuminated by the city’s winter lights.
You won’t find stalls or music here — just re-
flections of the lights on the water and a calm
riverside vibe.

Why it’s a gem: Romantic and peaceful — per-
fect for a walk with friends or a break from
exam stress.

Buckau’s IndieWinter Spots

The creative district Buckau has small cafés,
art studios, and neighborhood events in De-
cember. Look out for:

Mini “handmade markets” inside art work-
shops

Cozy cafés offering winter readings or acous-
tic sessions

Local pubs hosting small festive gatherings

Events vary year to year, but you’ll find a laid-
back, artsy vibe without crowds.

Why it’s a gem: Authentic local culture and a
warm, neighborhood feel.

St. Petri-KircheWinter Concerts

St. Petri often hosts intimate choral or in-
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strumental Christmas concerts inmid-to-late
December. They’re usually donation-based,
making them student-budget friendly.

Why it’s a gem: Candlelit ambience + beautiful
acoustics = a very “GermanChristmas” experi-
ence without the rush of big venues.

Upcoming Holidays -
Christmas and Epiphany:
Traditions to Discover
The holiday season is a magical time in Ger-
many, filled with festive lights, cozy markets,
and cherished traditions. While many are fa-
miliar with Christmas celebrations, Epiphany
is a special holiday that often surprises inter-
national students!

Christmas in Germany Christmas (Weih-
nachten) is celebrated on 24 December
(Christmas Eve) and continues through 25–26
December (First and Second Day of Christ-
mas). Students and locals alike enjoy:

• Christmasmarkets (Weihnachtsmärkte):
Magdeburg’s city center is beautifully
decorated with lights, stalls selling
crafts, gifts, and seasonal treats.

• Traditional foods: Roast goose, mulled
wine (Glühwein), and gingerbread cook-
ies (Lebkuchen).

• Family gatherings and festive music:
Carol singing, tree decorating, and at-
tending midnight church services are
common traditions.

Discover Epiphany (Heilige Drei Könige)
Epiphany, celebrated on 6 January, marks the
visit of the ThreeWiseMen to the baby Jesus.
While less known internationally, it has unique
customs that students can enjoy:

• Star singers (Sternsinger): Groups of
childrenandyouthdressas theWiseMen

and go from house to house singing car-
ols, blessing homes, and collecting do-
nations for charity.

• Cultural symbols: In some regions, peo-
ple write the initials of the Wise Men
(C+M+B) above their doors with chalk to
bless their home for the year.

• Special church services: Epiphany is
celebrated with processions, nativity
plays, andmusic.

Why Students Should Take Note: Epiphany
is a great opportunity to learn about German
cultural traditions beyond Christmas. Visit-
ing a church service, attending a Sternsinger
event, or simply exploring how local families
celebrate canbebotheducational and fun. It’s
also a quieter holiday compared to Christmas,
offering a chance to experience local life in a
more authentic, low-key setting.

Practical Tip: Many stores and offices are
closed on 6January, so plan ahead if you need
groceries or public services.
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BiBa Calendar
Date(s) Event / Deadline
Dec., 18 BiBa goes to the

Christmas Market!
Dec., 22 - Jan., 02 FIN

Weihnachtsruhe:
The FIN building will
be closed; no
lectures

Dec., 25 - Dec., 26
(Dec., 24: shops are
only open until 1 or
2pm!

Christmas holidays:
all shops will be
closed

Jan., 01 (Dec; 31:
shops are only open
until 1 or 2pm!)

New Years holiday:
all shops will be
closed

Jan., 05 First lecture in the
new year

Tue, Jan., 06 Epiphany - public
Holiday - no
lectures; all shops
will be closed

Your BiBa Team
Bilingual Bachelor’s Program (BiBa) in Com-
puter Science

BiBa Newsletter Editors

PD Dr. Claudia Krull and Thea Stiehler, MA
Assisted by Darija Grisanova, Twisha Parmar

Hotline

BiBa(at)ovgu.de
+49 (391) 675–BiBa (–2422)

Websites
inf.ovgu.de/en/BiBa
inf.ovgu.de/BiBa

BiBa Contact Office
Technical Campus, Building 29, 2nd floor,
Office No. 218

Address
Faculty of Computer Science
Otto-von-Guericke University of Magdeburg
Universitätsplatz 2,
39106 Magdeburg, Germany

Date of publication: December 15, 2025
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